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"What Do You Love About AQ?"
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A Note From
the Chaplain
For the past couple of years, Aquinas House has sent out an annual winter
newsletter. Many of the alumni who make up our Board of Overseers
suggested we write more often. So here it goes! My only hope for this summer
newsletter is to give some concrete details from this academic year on campus. 

How quickly both winter and spring terms have passed us by. After New
Year's, all students returned to campus and gathered for a bonfire, all
drinking hot chocolate in their boots and in a foot of snow. The event was not
designed for its aesthetic, but with post-holiday covid spikes, campus didn't
allow indoor social gatherings or meals until mid February. We survived with
the help of the sacred, study, and skiing. That is to say: Sunday and daily
Masses continued without hiccups. So too did in-person classes. So too did the
snow. Students planned some ski trips, but more often we all ran into each
other spontaneously in the lift lines at the skiway. 
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I'm a decent skier but hadn't done so in about a decade since leaving Colorado and
joining the Dominicans. When a friend sold me a lightly used pair of skis, I was
amazed how much lighter and faster they were, the rocker technology compared to
the narrow, straight, almost "anvils" I used to lumber around in. Personally, skiing has
proven to be a way of bonding with local priests here, as well as staying active in
winter. I who had feared the rumors about New England winters, to the contrary
quickly prefer them to the cold rain of Ohio.

Occom Pond froze over and also featured prominently in winter term, with Saturday
ice skating, pickup hockey, and roasted marshmallows out of the DOC. There was as
well the Polar Plunge during Winter Carnival, where one could spy among the
thousand or so students leaping into the cold water, 20 or so representatives from
Aquinas House, myself joining them despite old age. 

We also made a new and important hire in February, Corinne Murphy, who has her
own reflections to share below. Her first work, I insisted, was knowing the students:
their names, their personalities, their life. That's a patient process for the both of us,
but it remains the first priority. Christ knew the heart of each of his disciples, so
anyone in ministry must begin here. In addition, she and I are working to develop full
programming for the year ahead: social outreach, mission trips, retreats, and so forth.

As spring term began, Holy Week was upon us. Words fail to describe both the strain of organizing all of this, as well as the beauty
of these days. There is a certain lightness, borrowed from Christ's Resurrection, which is tangible in any Christian community this
week. We had good crowds join for Holy Thursday with the washing of feet and a candlelight procession, for the Passion narrative
and veneration of the cross on Good Friday, then the many hours of Easter Vigil in the dark and the packed pews on Sunday
morning. At lunch that day, not a sandwich, not a cookie was left. For college students, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, most
experienced these days for the first time. My thanks especially goes to the choir who learned a binder full of melodies and
harmonies to make these Masses ring out in a way they deserve. 

Soon after, we hosted 16 members of our Boards of Trustees and Overseers for the weekend. These proceedings are based partly
on finances and partly on dreams. We reviewed the year and then looked ahead to future projects, future trips, all drawing upon
the institutional memory in each member. One of many good ideas is to establish a per-city alumni network, so that new graduates
might be connected with older ones in the cities towards which they venture. It could be to connect for a meal, a Mass, etc. I'll
petition anyone interested in joining this at the end of the newsletter. It was great to have an in-person spring meeting again, to 
gather face-to-face, share meals, Mass with the bishop, etc. Old and young ate lunch together. It was a special and extended
moment in our year for the students and our house. We're also looking to expand our list of new overseers, a great way to stay
connected to life at AQ. If anyone has a Dartmouth alum they'd like to recommend, please email us with their name!

The world came back to life in spring. The sun's heat returned so that we sealed up our fireplace, in use for many winter night
classes and study sessions. Nearly overnight the forests burst suddenly into green again, wildflowers lined the highways, and
golden pollen long hung in a haze over the Connecticut River in the afternoon sun. While I was away giving a retreat, students
report that a black bear sat contemplatively on our back patio for awhile and then walked past our door and down frat row. A
pileated woodpecker destroyed a portion of a front tree. A skunk made a nest under the chapel window, so we used extra incense
that Pentecost weekend. I simply pray that no more bats may visit our chapel this summer, as we paid quite enough to recently rid
the eaves of them. The world came back to life in spring.
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Graduation has now commenced and concluded, and summer has arrived. Russell Wilson took time away from quarterback drills
with the Denver Broncos to speak on the green to graduates. We had a great farewell cookout for families with grilled chicken and
brisket. We continue into summer with more Masses, meals, outings on the river, and visiting lecturers, now bolstered by the
establishment of the Thomistic Institute on campus. 

Life goes on at Aquinas House. It has its quiet mornings, its daily business and lunches in town and office chats by afternoon, and
then studying and larger events by evening time. Terms begin with excitement, settle into a focus, and end with a certain amount
of stress. That stress is soothed, I must add, by the all-night adoration in our chapel during reading days of each term. The
Eucharist has a way of calming us mentally and physically if we make a visit. Life here comes in waves. Sunday Mass attendance is
rather full at 11am and also at 730pm for everyone who slept in or for local families with children in sports, etc. Daily Mass is a
light crowd, but it varies, with different people attending different days. God is at work. 

My three spiritual takeaways to share would be these: Seniors are facing a very new chapter in life ahead, and they know it. There
is no textbook for venturing forth into the workplace and the city. Please support them with your prayers. Take a few minutes and
pray for the Class of 2022. 

Second, there is a healthy localism I see. Freshmen arrive with a mixture of external enthusiasm and internal loneliness, then
after a few months are knit in new friendships. Students bring their non-Christian friends here to study or have dinner or play
ping pong - sometimes even to Mass - because "here" is a second home to them. Study hours are times of focused work interrupted
incessantly by both nonsense and philosophy. Aquinas House has a life of its own. Whether you study across the table from
someone, or pile into a van with your friends for a cabin overnight, or even happen to fall in love with someone, it is a real
community. It is strikingly so in contrast to campus, where not every club or organization really achieves that. Pope Francis
writes, "We need to have a global outlook... while at the same time, the local has to be eagerly embraced, for it possesses something
that the global does not: it is capable of being a leaven, of bringing enrichment" (Fratelli tutti, 142). As we process and pray for
our world at large in every Mass, we have a community life here at Aquinas House which is necessary for the mind and heart of
anyone soon to venture out into that world.

Finally, I think of how Christianity is a way of daily life. I sometimes hear it said: "Thank you for Mass, I feel great coming here."
Mass should help us feel great. The gospel is hopeful and clear and comforting. But so much in this life is seen only as therapy, as
a place of refreshment and perspective. Christianity is that and much more. It's sacrifice every day: by loving your neighbor and
giving time to people you don't especially like; it's putting in prayer time at night even with exams the next day; it's doing the old-
fashioned things like Confession and taking a rosary walk and fighting the good fight of the moral life in a time when that's not
popular. From college years to well beyond them, Christianity is daily life, daily bread, both here and in heaven. And I see that
here at Aquinas House, which is why I write about it and want to let you in on a few of those details.

Please visit us anytime you're in town! Come and see our new History Exhibit in the front entryway, with past photos and stories
since our foundation. This place which you've always known is still here and still doing well.

Blessings,
Fr. Timothy, O.P. 

S U M M E R  2 0 2 2 V O X  C L A M A N T I S  I N  D E S E R T O  |  3

\



For each one of you, AQ has been a special place. There are a million reasons, stories, and memories in this place! We
wanted to share some of those with you through the eyes of current students. This term, we asked students a simple
question: "What do you love about AQ?" Check out some of their thoughts below, accompanied by some snapshots
from the winter and spring terms!

"My freshman year, I had to take a class on zoom. I didn't 
want to take it in my room, so I came to AQ because I knew 
it was a homey place. I was very overwhelmed with the 
amount of work--and then who did I see sitting there but 
Nat ('19). She was like my guardian angel, and took me to 
FOCO and helped me to understand that I shouldn't be 
overwhelmed. AQ became a place of comfort for me." 
(Elizabeth Hadley, '23)

"Fr. Brendan was a Steelers fan, and I was able to roast him 
because of the Panthers and Patriots." 
(Osezele Okoruwa, '22)

"As a Protestant, I found this space incredibly welcoming--
I felt like I was able to come here at any time to just grab a 
snack and hang out with people, to crash here and do 
homework, to come talk through problems that I'm having, 
if that's what I need, and to just kind of live life with people." 
(Tanner Riley, '22)

"My favorite memory is when we did a Polar Plunge and 
jumped into the river--I do it all the time now." 
(Annie Ballard, '24)

"It's always nice to come here, to see a lot of people 
around--there's always someone to talk to or to play pool 
or ping pong with." 
(Jack Donofrio, '25)

"AQ was one of the first communities that I found myself 
really feeling like I belonged in, so I am very glad to have 
had that--to have this community as a part of my college 
experience." 
(Alanna McShine, '25)

"My freshman year, there was a whiteboard in the lower 
library, and all of the freshmen created a quote board. It 
stayed there for the entirety of covid. It had all these 
quotes from random things--one was, 'Andrew, why are 
you looking at your brains?'" 
(Madeline Katona, '23)
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"This is a center for religious faith on campus that you 
don't have anywhere else--it's very easy to say it's for 
Catholics or Christians, but it's really a gathering place 
for people of all faiths where all are acknowledged and 
accepted. I can come in with a very different faith 
background and have conversations about life, about 
faith, about school, and just engage in all kinds of things. 
This is a very unique space." 
(Tobias Johnson, '24)

"Scattergories! At community dinner, Fr. Tim goes 
around to all the dinner tables and rolls the Scattergories 
dice. We play a lightning round to see who is best." 
(Amelie Bradley, '25)

"At Dartmouth, there can be a lot of distractions. 
Everything goes by fast, and it's easy to forget about 
spirituality and God, but AQ helps remind me." 
(Nicole Anaya Sosa, '25)

"Coming to AQ is always such an incredible time. I love 
playing ping pong. Fr. Tim is my great rival, the matches 
are always super close, and I learn great values from 
him along the way...like that if you live by the sword, you die by the 
sword, and it's not about the competition, it's about love 
of the game." 
(Alexis Francis, '25)

"I like the tabernacle space in the chapel--there aren't a 
lot of people in there usually, which is nice. It's nice to be 
alone in a place like that." 
(Richard Lytle, '24)

"Everyone here is friendly and willing to help if you need 
anything. It's a good place to study, but you can also take 
a break and there will be people to play ping pong with 
you. It's a good balance--get work done, have fun." 
(Sean Clancy, '22)

"It's an ecumenical space, welcome, open, and there are 
great guitars and pianos, which I appreciate. 
(Will Bryant, '24)

"It's nice to have an open kitchen. I made cookie cake 
and cheese biscuits last week!" 
(Annaliese OuYang, '23)
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"The spontaneous lunches at the best sandwich place 
within miles, Marsh Brothers --absolutely smoked 
sandwiches. A lot of people end up hanging out here
just because we all know we're going to be around, 
hang out, do work, spontaneous ping pong games.
After Mass, going to brunch is a wonderful tradition. 
A good 25 of us will head over with Fr. Tim and Corinne 
to grab some FOCO brunch at a massive table, or take 
over the top of FOCO, get some much needed grub with 
the AQ fam." 
(Jack Brustkern, '25)

"What I like about AQ is that it feels a lot like home 
in the sense that I can come here at 3am, open the 
fridge, and make something to eat. It's a very 
comfortable place to be. I appreciate the 
community--everyone kind of knows each others. 
It's like a home life." 
(Jhozef Sheldia, '24)

"It's a nice study space, but it's also a good place to 
come and hang out with your friends. It's a very 
welcoming community even if you don't know 
people--everyone embraces you when you come in." 
(Mackenzie Brady, '24)

"Fr. Tim singing a song about my life to the tune of 
Hallelujah...and every community dinner! Running 
into so many folks I care about is the highlight of 
my week!" 
(Ryan Proulx, '25)

"I liked the Murder Mystery party, the farmer's 
market and apple picking, playing softball and so 
much ping pong, fire pits, the Easter luncheon, 
and more." 
(Joe Gyorda, '22)

Alums, we'd love to hear from you as well--
what did you love about AQ?
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As I sit in my office on a sunny June day, it is hard to believe that it has been four months since I arrived (on a much chillier day)
here at Aquinas House. I began my time as campus minister here back in February, having spent the past two years out in Boston.
Prior to making my way up to the Upper Valley, I was serving as a campus minister and teacher at Ursuline Academy in Dedham,
MA. Before that, I dabbled in parish ministry and spent a year as a Life Teen missionary in the mountains of Georgia. I graduated
in 2017 from Assumption College, where I studied Theology and Human Services & Rehabilitation Studies.   

These past few months have been full--full of new beginnings and first encounters, of community dinners and Marsh Brothers
lunches, of liturgy and lectures, of conversations and laughter. I have loved getting to know the students and community members
at Aquinas House, and look forward to getting to know more and more this summer and fall. Throughout my time working in
ministry, I have learned time and time again that the heart of ministry is relationship. It's more about the little moments than the
big events. Programming, events, and more are all secondary to getting to know the people who hang out here at AQ. (That being
said, I'm excited for everything we have coming up in the realm of events and programming as well!)

As I continue to settle in here at AQ, please don't hesitate to reach out! I would love to hear from any and all of you about what
you loved about AQ, ideas that you have, or questions that come up. I've heard time and time again since starting here that this
place has been home to so many students and alums. I would love to hear more about your time here. 

Please know of my prayers for you, and please keep me in your prayers as well!

Corinne

A New Campus Minister's
Reflections
C O R I N N E  M U R P H Y
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Congratulations, Class of 2022!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider joining our Network for New Grads, where we pair alumni in each city with new AQ grads moving there. It will help connect
them with a local parish and local families who have the same Aquinas House history as you! Please email us to join the list: aq@dartmouth.edu.

Our summer newsletter is more an update than a financial appeal. Simply enjoy! You may always do the latter by mail or by means of our
website: dartmouthcatholic.com.
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